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Thomas Danforth 

Between 1660 and 1662, pioneers continued to farm and raise families on more than 15,000 

acres that were assembled through grants and purchased by Thomas Danforth, west of Stone’s 

land (Saxonville). This property was known first as Danforth's Farms and later Framingham, the 

name coming from the birthplace of Danforth in England - Framlingham, with the "l" omitted. 

Danforth was high in the Colonial government and was the first treasurer of Harvard College.  

By 1679, Danforth became Deputy Governor of Massachusetts and continued to lead a very 

important public life. In 1680 he became president of the district of Maine that was then part of 

Massachusetts. He was also a delegate to the New England Confederation of the United States. 

In 1686 he turned his attention to organizing his Framingham “Plantation.” He proposed a 

different type of land lease for his new tenants. He created a lease that would give these farmers 

autonomy on their farms, however the lease ran for 999 years. This way he would be receiving a 

stipend for himself and his heirs for life. 

In 1692, Danforth presided as one of the magistrates over the questioning of Sarah Cloyce 

(Clayes) and Elizabeth Proctor during the Salem witch trials. Although he was not on the bench 

during the actual trials and hangings, we know that he worked behind the scenes to end these 

trials 

During the 1690's, families, persecuted at Salem Village during the frenzy over witchcraft, found 

seclusion and safety in the area west of the Center that is now known as Salem End Road. These 

families included the Clayes, Bridges, Towne, and Nurse families of Salem. 

 By 1700, there were 76 families, with 350 men, women and children living here. Based on the 

settlers’ desire to establish a local government, the General Court ordered the territory of 

Danforth’s Farms or Framingham be incorporated as a town, and the first Town Meeting was 

held on August 5, 1700.  

Notes from Stephen Herring’s “Framingham: An American Town”. 
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